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!e fourth session of the metalepsis seminar (7pm !ursday) takes up the burden of representation, interpretation, 
and meaning in general — a heavy load for any seminar! Metalepsis o"ers a useful escape, however. It concerns 
itself with signi#cation in any form, but considers it as the “mimetic content” within a diegetic frame. What is this 
frame? It can be anything that exceeds the range of signi#ers, without itself being subject to signi#cation except 
when, in the process of metalepsis, the frame is imported to the center of mimesis, typically with the production of 
game-changing turbulence.  !is “extimacy” is also characterized by chirality — the impossibility of superimpos-
ing mirror images and thus the space/gap in the middle of the two alternating predicates of anamorphosis. In brief, 
the result is “everything” (the aleph, the small opening which opens a $ood-gate of signi#ers) and/or “nothing” 
(pure Hegelian negation, the collapse of dimensionality, the Absolute night of re$ection.
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this (diagetic) connection was a part of the Shannon-
Weaver model but almost never reproduced

with weak signals, noise combines with signal “stochastically” to 
amplify key structural features; this is related to “signalizing”
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History adds that before or a%er he died, he discovered himself 
standing before God, and said to him: I, who have been so many 
men in vain, wish to be one, to be myself. God’s voice answered 
him out of a whirlwind: I, too, am not I; I dreamed the world as 
you, Shakespeare, dreamed your own work, and among the forms 
of my dream are you, who like me are many, yet no one.
— Jorge Luis Borges, “Everything and Nothing” (trans. Andrew Hurley)

In 1963 Lacan goes on to state that the symptom, unlike 
acting out, does not call for interpretation; in itself, it is 
not a call to the Other but a pure jouissance addressed 
to no one.
Jacques Lacan, Le Séminaire. Livre X. L’angoisse, 1962–1963, unpublished.

7DNH� WKHVH� WZR� VWDWHPHQWV� IRU�ZKDW� \RX�ZLOO�²�
VLQJOH�TXRWHV�IURP�WZR�TXLWH�GLIIHUHQW�WH[WV��WZR�
WH[WV�IURP�WZR�DXWKRUV��HWF��%XW��LI�\RX�JRW�DQ\�
WKLQJ�IURP�0XOKROODQG�'ULYH�\RX�ZLOO�EH�OHG�WR�VHH�
WKH� ³WHOO´� LQ� ERWK� TXRWHV� DQG�SXVK� \RXUVHOI� LQWR�
DQ�³DQDOHSWLF´��UHVWRUDWLYH��WUDQFH�ORQJ�HQRXJK�WR�
SURSRVH�WKH�¿FWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�WZR�WH[WV�PD\�FRPH�
IURP�WKH��LPSRVVLEOH��EXW��VDPH�DXWKRU��WKDW�RQH�
DXWKRU�LV�WKH�LQFDUQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�RWKHU��RU�WKDW�WKH�
WKUHH�³SHUVRQV´�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�TXRWHV��KRZ�LV�WKLV�
QXPEHU�GHWHUPLQHG��PD\�LQYROYH�WKH�UHDGHU�LQ�LWV�
FRXQW�EXW�DOVR�UHYHDO�VRPHWKLQJ�TXLWH�WUDXPDWLF�
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WKH�UHDGHU��KDYH�IUDPHG�WKHP�LQ�D�VLQJOH�VLWWLQJ��
WKH\�H[LVW�LQ�\RXU�LPDJLQDWLRQ�DV�D�SDUW�RI�DQ�H[�
SHULHQFH�ZKHUH�\RX�KDYH��WR�FRUUHODWH�\RXU�FRQ�
VFLRXVQHVV�ZLWK�D�UHDOLW\��DOORZHG�WKH�³QDWXUDOLV�
WLF´�GLYLVLRQ�WR�VWDQG��%RUJHV�DQG�/DFDQ�DUH�WZR�
FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�SHRSOH��%XW��\RXU�UHDGLQJ�LV�
RQH�UHDGLQJ��\RXU�VXEMHFWLYLW\�LV��DV�/DFDQ�VKRZV��
³VLQWKRPDWLF�́

&DQ� \RX� GHQ\� WKDW� WKH� ³QR� RQH´� LQ� WKHVH� WH[WV�
PLJKW� DOVR� UHIHU� WR� \RX�� LQ� WKH� HFOLSVH� RI� WKH�
UHDGHU�QHFHVVLWDWHG�E\�UHDGLQJ��DNLQ�WR�WKH�GDUN�
QHVV�RI�WKH�DXGLWRULXP�GXULQJ�WKH�WKHDWHU�SHUIRU�
PDQFH"� ,Q� UHDGLQJ��GRHV�\RXU�SUHGLFDWLRQ� WXXUQ�
WR�WKH�OHIW�RU�ULJKW"�7KH�PRUH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQVZHU�
LV�WKH�³FKLUDOLVWLF´�QRW�WKH�³UHDOLVWLF´�RQH�
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UHPRYHG� DQG� DQ� DQLPDO� FRUSVH� VXEVWLWXWHG�� 7KH� WKHDWHU�
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IDOVH�RSHQV�XS�D�QHZ��FRVPLF�WHUULWRU\��:LWK�WKH�DQDWRPLFDO�
WKHDWHU��WKH�VLQJOH�RFFXSDQW�RI�WKH�VWDJH�LV�PHWDSKRULFDOO\�
RU�DFWXDOO\�GHDG��:KHQ�*LXOLR�&DPLOOR�DGDSWHG�WKLV�UHYHUVDO�
IRU�KLV�RZQ��[��DXGLWRULXP�LGHD��WKH�LGHD�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�XVHU�
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PHPRU\�IRU�NQXFNOHKHDGV�PHDQW�WKDW�\RX�FRXOG�UHPHPEHU�
WKH�QDPHV�RI�\RXU�UHODWLYHV�RU�WKH�ZRUGV�WR�D�VSHHFK��%XW��
IRU�LGLRWV��WKLV�ZDV�D�NQRZOHGJH�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�DQG�QRWKLQJ�
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Menu
(main ideas of the seminar, check list)

• reversed predication
• double inscription
• the uncanny
• obversion/extimity
• diegesis/mimesis
• the goldfish paradox
• liminality, margins, Janus
• emergence
• lamella, “!esh of the world”
• partial objects
• death drive from Freud to Lacan
• four forms of discourse
• thinker as idiot
• horizontal atlas
• irony of the master-slave
• signification through absence
• stochastic resonance
• the acousmatic voice
• chiastic ciphers
• venustas vs. utilitas/!rmitas
• dissensus vs. consensus
• sites of exception
• the causal chain
• Lucretian flow space
• detached virtuality
• forms of the fantastic
• Tower of Babel, Garden of Eden
• memory theaters, various
• procédé (Roussel)
• the Zairja (ةجرياز)
• Lacanian Ouija board
• the gaze, magic, body loading
• toilet designs, various
• Surrealist gardens, various
• sexuation of space
• civic space as exception
• sustainability and ideology
• calculus of form, variants
• sorites, puzzles, mystery stories
• the Aleph (فلأ, �z�}¢)
• travel dysfunctions
• objets petit a
• pleasure vs enjoyment
• the ideological subject
• interpellation/interpolation
• love, daemon, eros
• apophrades
• kenosis
• tessera
• askesis
• cosmogram
• propriocept
• stereognosis
• ekphrasis 
• chirality

Tonight’s Presentation
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0XOKROODQG�'ULYH���5HDU�:LQGRZ
:KR�LV�0U��5RTXH�DQG�ZKDW�LV�WKH�&OXE�6LOHQFLR"�,V�'LDQD�
6HOZ\Q�GHDG�IURP�WKH�VWDUW��DQG�ZDV�WKH�DVVDVVLQDWLRQ�RI�«�
�³,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKR�,�DP�´��VXFFHVVIXO�RU��DV�%HWW\�FRQFHLYHV�LW��
IRLOHG�E\�WKH�FDU�FUDVK"�7KHVH�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHU�TXHVWLRQV�PDNH�
WKLV�¿OP�DQ�HQF\FORSHGLD�RI�GHWDFKHG�YLUWXDOLW\�DQG�WKH�WKHPHV�
RI�WKH�IDQWDVWLF�WKDW�JRYHUQ�LWV�SK\VLFV��7KH�MXPS�WR�+LWFKFRFN¶V�
Rear Window�WDNHV�RQO\�WKH�FDOFXOXV�ZLWK�LW�WR�PDNH�IDQWDVWLF�
FRPSDULVRQV�

stochastic resonance
7KLV�WKHPH�ZDV�QHJOHFWHG�LQ�WKH�ODVW�VHVVLRQ�EXW�LW�GHVHUYHV�
WR�EH�KHDUG�RXW��5HDG�WKH�HVVD\�³(PHUJHQFH�\��0DQLIHVWR´�WR�
VLWXDWH�WKLV�LGHD�ZLWKLQ�RWKHU�WKHPHV�RI�WKH�VHPLQDU��7KH�PDLQ�
LGHD�LV�WKDW�UHVRQDQFH�LV�UHODWHG�WR�WKRXJK�WKDW�³WKLQNV�IRU�
LWVHOI�́ �:KDW�EHWWHU�NLQG�WR�KDYH�ZKHQ�\RX�DUH�IDFLQJ�ZULWLQJ�
deadlines?

SRO\WKHWLF�WKLQNLQJ
$QRWKHU�QHJOHFWHG�WRSLF��³3RO\WKHWLF´�WKLQNLQJ�RSSRVHV�³PRQR�
WKHWLF´�RU�OLQHDU�UDWLRQDOH��LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�WKDW�H[FHSWLRQ�ZRUNV�
FRXQWHU�WR�LGHRORJ\��7KH�HVVD\�RQ�HPHUJHQFH�\��SOD\V�WKLV�
XS�DV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQDO�ORJLF��D�N�D��VRULWHV��DOORZLQJ�WKH�XVHU�
RI�PHWDOHSVLV�XQOLPLWHG�DFFHVV�WR�LGHD�IRUPDWLRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�
DFWLYLW\�RI�GLVVHQVXV�
)URP�WKH�HVVD\�«

Chirality, chiasmus, and polythetics yield 

curious harvests from sites that have 

been plowed over and over again by 

standard analysis, but the biggest payoff 

comes when these ideas allow us to col-

late anecdotes (stories in stories) that ini-

tially seem unrelated and have no history 

of common themes, authors, techniques, 

or intentions. In short, we are freed of the 

blight of intended meanings because we 

have in effect constructed a “resonance 

machine” able to produce a new, emer-

gent dimensionality. 

,PDJH�RI� WKH�ZHHN��&KDUOLH�&KDSOLQ¶V� UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI� WKH�
)ORZHU�*LUO¶V�UHWURDFWLYH�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUXWK�RI�SUHGL�
FDWLRQV�� GHOD\HG�� UHYHUVHG�� EDQJHG� XS�� IDOVL¿HG�� RYHU�
H[WHQGHG��HWF��EXW��QRQHWKHOHVV�XQFDQQLO\��$'��EURXJKW�WR�
FORVXUH�ZLWK�D�VLQJOH�UHPHPEHUHG�WRXFK�

the seminar is uno!cially open to casual visitors
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